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Purpose: This CISM will work on critical thinking and analysis, while understanding issues concerning the dance as an Art or Sport debate. 
Enduring Question: How productive and healthy is competition? 
Essential Question: What is the line between athleticism and art? 
CCGPS: 
	ELACC11-12RI1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 



	DHS1RE.1 Demonstrates critical and creative thinking in all aspects of dance
	 
ELACC11-12RI2: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 


Vocabulary: preface, Ballerinas, artistry, turnout, intensity, phenomena, athleticism, perception, enhances, intricate, elegant.  
Suggested Coding for: Ballet is not a sport, it’s an art. 
*T- Threat    *H-Hopeful    *-Neutral    (OR) 
*M=Much Impact     *L= Little Impact     *C=Cause    *E=Effect 
Materials: 	
· The Article:  Ballet is not a sport it’s an art. 
· Graphic Organizers: directed note taking guide, and writing assignment sheet. 






Procedure 
	Suggested Time 
	Teacher Will 
	Student will 

	0-10 minutes 
	Facilitate discussion on the enduring question. 
	Breakup into small groups to discuss the question then come together for group discussion. 

	10-20
	Teacher will front load the article’s vocabulary 
	Students will define the vocabulary terms either through context clues or searching for the words definition. This may be done via internet search, smart-phone, or dictionary. 

	20-40
	Teacher will read the text and model the text coding through paragraph 6.  After paragraph 6, teacher will read orally stopping at the bold subtitles to discuss coding.  
(Optional popcorn read with students)
	Students will take notes and mark coding. Stopping for group discussion on why they choose any given code. 

(students may practice fluency) 

	40-50


	
	Students will fill out their Directed- Note-Taking graphic organizer. 

	50-55
	
	Students will create “I wonder questions” from the text.  

	60-75
	Teacher will facilitate answering and discussion activities.  *Deposit/Withdrawal 
*The Lottery 
*Stand and Whip
*Popcorn 

	

	80
	Closing activity teacher will post a multiple choice question for the final group discussion 
	Students will choose the BEST possible answer and discuss. 

	85
	Teacher will assign final responses 
	Take home for homework, or do as a warm-up next class. `





	Using the information from the text to support your answer, which of the following best describes the author’s purpose?
A. Reality television has convinced people that dance is a sport. 
B. Dance is a sport and an Art 
C. Though dancers are competitive and physical, they are creative and solely artistic. 
 






	Extended Writing:
RAFT Writing assignment:

Role: Sports Journalist                                      2. Role: Dance Critique 
Audience: Athletes                                               Audience: Readers  
Format:   Essay                                                     Format: Opinion Column                                      
Topic:  Why you can consider all sports                     Topic: Why acceptable audience behavior              
               “artistic”                                                                   should be included in the art vs. 
                                                                                                sports debate.
              

	













MAIN IDEAS
	Main idea 
	Details 
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1
)Before I begin, I must preface this by mentioning the fact that ballet is competitive. Ballerinas are extremely competitive with each other and the ballet world has a hint of a cutthroat culture. However, ballerinas are competitive with each other in the same way artists, musicians and actors are. Ballet itself is not a competitive sport; it is an art.
 (
2
)For years, the debate of art versus sport has angered ballerinas and has taken away the focus of the true artistry of dance. Yes, it cannot be ignored that ballet is an exceptionally physical performance art. According to a 1975 study done of 61 physical activities conducted by Dr. James A. Nicholas in the Journal of Sports Medicine, ballet ranked number one as the most physically and mentally demanding. The physical aspects of ballet are unnatural: turnout of the hips and dancing on your toes in pointe shoes are huge strains on the body. But, when attending a ballet performance, an audience member will never be able to see the strain on the body because of the ballerina's ability to convey emotion, passion, and artistry. People attend ballets to see grace and beauty, not to see ballerinas struggle with the physical intensity of dance.
 (
3
)In recent years, the performance of dance has changed. The phenomena of dance competitions have pervaded the ballet world. These competitions, such as the renowned Youth America Grand Prix, ruin the art of dance and completely remove the soul and emotion necessary in the art of ballet. This is how ballet and other forms of dance have become closer to a sport than an art. Art is not something that can be judged on a scale of 1-10 because the judgment takes away the passion and creativity. Competitions simply highlight the athleticism of ballet and limit dancers to only performing tricks. The documentary of young dancers, First Position, demonstrates the pressure placed on ballerinas to perfect such tricks in ballet competitions. The focus is never on the dancer's performance as a whole, but rather the perfection of her pirouettes or split leap.
 (
4
)Dance competitions have also spilled over into mainstream television, with shows such as Dancing with the Stars and So You Think You Can Dance. These programs eliminate the artistic side of dance and skew America's perception of the dance world and what dance truly is. On So You Think You Can Dance, aspiring professional dancers perform roughly one-and-a- half-minute routines and are then critiqued by a panel of judges, oftentimes actors or other celebrities who have absolutely no knowledge of dance and technique. Each instance in which a dancer kicks her leg above her head or does a quadruple pirouette, the studio audience erupts in applause and cheers. In actual ballet and dance performances, a dancer is expected to have these skills and enhances them by adding his or her own emotional performance to their perfected technique. For many, So You Think You Can Dance leaves viewers believing dance is a competitive sport. The choreographed routines strive for the "wow!" factor while simultaneously removing basic ballet technique and artistic freedom that has been taught to dancers around the world for centuries. 
 (
5
)The true "wow!" factor of ballet comes from the entire performance as a whole. There is never a singular step that defines a ballet; it is the entire production that leaves audiences astounded and amazed. The purpose of ballets, especially the classical ones, is to tell the audience a story. Everything from the intricate set designs to the elegant costumes, to even the make-up, is crucial to a ballet's tale and overall impression on the audience. So many artistic elements are combined to make a ballet performance what it is, and the dancers' passion and emotion are the final touch to the show. 
 (
6
)If dancers moved robotically and only performed tricks, ballets would never effectively tell a story and invite audiences into a two-hour world of enchantment and fantasy. Just because ballet is a performance art does not mean we should only pay attention to the steps and physicality, ultimately making it a sport. For it is the emotion and creativity in each dancer that ultimately makes ballet what it is: an art.

